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  TaskTask force Updatesforce Updates    

Meet our FCAPE Steering CommitteeMeet our FCAPE Steering Committee
Please help us welcome newly appointed Faculty Member: Dr. Amir Assadi-Rad 

FCAPE would like to thank Janice Takahashi, Sharmila Nathaniel, and Jazmin Amen for
their dedication and work during their time as part of our taskforce!

https://www.deltacollege.edu/department/epic-learning-community


 FCAPE Accomplishments and On-going Initiatives FCAPE Accomplishments and On-going Initiatives

The Fall semester is upon us, and the Faculty Caucus on Asian and Pacific Equity
(FCAPE) remains committed to advancing initiatives to empower our Asian
American Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander (AANHPI) community - our students,
faculty, administrators, and staff. 
  
Through the hard work and diligence of our steering committee and strong support
from the administration, below is a list of the spring semester’s accomplishments
we are proud to highlight: 



Dr. Villavicencio and Counselor Shaun Suy attended Asian Pacific American
in Higher Education (APAHE) Conference in Long Beach, California 

Welcomed award-winning, New York Times and international bestselling
author, Jean Kwok of Girl in Translation, Mambo in
Chinatown, and Searching for Sylvie Lee in a virtual professional
development presentation 

Celebrated AAPI Heritage Night with the Sacramento Kings 

Remembered Japanese Internment with the presentation of KIKAN - The
Homecoming in Atherton Auditorium

Brought cultural performances to perform at the President's Patio to celebrate
AAPI Heritage Month   

Held APIASA's Scholarship and Awards Banquet and recognized the
achievement of EPIC Cohort 7 

Welcomed our new faculty hires for Asian American History (Professor
Bernard Remollino) and Asian American Ethnic Studies (Professor Eugene
Gambol) 

The following are on-going initiatives that are being moved forward: 
 

Campus Climate: Resolution to rename West Forum in memory of Dr. Dawn
Bohulano Mabalon, Delta College alumna, co-founder of Little Manila Rising,
and author of Little Manila is in the Heart; APPROVED!

Curriculum: Revival of Asian language courses (i.e. Chinese, Tagalog, Hindi,
Punjabi) 

Grants: In collaboration with the Department of Political Science, apply for the
Fulbright Hays Program to bring faculty and students to the Philippines and
Japan (Summer 2024) 

Started the second year of AANAPISI Collaborative Grant with Sacramento
State, Los Rios Colleges, and Sierra College 

Professional Development: CSU Fresno’s presentation on “Developing
Inclusive Leadership Lenses for Culturally Responsive Allyship” 

AANHPI Data Disaggregation: FCAPE continues to work with the Office of
Institutional Research and Effectiveness to better disaggregate AANHPI
student and employee data. More granular AANHPI student disaggregated
data will help the district target disproportionally impacted AANHPI
students to close equity and opportunity gaps

  



We are grateful for the campus community’s continued support and engagement in
this important work as we strive to achieve a more inclusive and equitable
institution for all of our students.  

From D. Cirian Villavicencio and Dr. Raman Deol

 
AANAPISI Grant!AANAPISI Grant!

Delta's EPIC Program has been awarded an AANAPISI Grant, which is $1.9
million dollars to be distributed over the next five years, starting October 1, 2022.
Please click on button to read the winning proposal: 

 

Read MoreRead More

Dr. Villavicencio leads effort to secure $16 million ongoing funding forDr. Villavicencio leads effort to secure $16 million ongoing funding for

California AANHPI higher education achievementCalifornia AANHPI higher education achievement

Governor Newson has officially signed the CA BudgetGovernor Newson has officially signed the CA Budget. It includes Dr. Villavicencio's API

https://sanjoaquindeltacollege.app.box.com/s/ebges6ivduh4xqq1m3tlk8qojg3nwemu
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/06/30/governor-newsom-signs-budget-putting-money-back-in-californians-pockets-and-investing-in-states-future/


state commission's higher education budget request of $8 million on-going for California$8 million on-going for California

Community College AND $8 million on-going for CSU to fund AANAPISI-eligible collegesCommunity College AND $8 million on-going for CSU to fund AANAPISI-eligible colleges

and universitiesand universities to serve first-generation, underserved, and under resourced AANHPI

students. Mirrored on the successes of Puente (that serves our Latinx/Hispanic students)

and UMOJA (that serves our black/African American students), this new funding called

the AANHPI Student Achievement ProgramAANHPI Student Achievement Program will target our most vulnerable AANHPI

students who struggle to access, stay, and complete their higher education goals. As

chair of the Higher Education & Equity Committee, Dr. Villavicencio with his commission

staff is working on the implementation process. He foresees that this could potentially

bring in between $150K to $200K every year to Delta College to support AANHPI$150K to $200K every year to Delta College to support AANHPI

programs like the EPIC Learning Community.programs like the EPIC Learning Community.

 

Renaming West Forum in honor of Dr. Dawn Mabalon was Approved!Renaming West Forum in honor of Dr. Dawn Mabalon was Approved!

The Board of Trustees passed our resolution to rename the largest lecture hall (West Forum) on
campus to the " DawnDawn Mabalon ForumMabalon Forum" in honor of the late Delta College alumna, Filipina historian,
scholar, and activist, Dr. Dawn Bohulano Mabalon!

A special recognition goes to Debra Louie and Janice Takahashi for helping to lead and write the
resolution for FCAPE! Congratulations, everyone! This is a historic vote that will allow our students to
learn more about Dawn's legacy to preserve Filipino American history and to advocate for social and
environmental justice!

Dr. Mabalon passed away unexpectedly at the age of 45 while she was on vacation in Kauai with her
family. She was a champion in the Filipino community, a nationally recognized scholar, passionate
community activist, respected historian, and award-winning author. Her book, "Little Manila is in the
Heart: The Making of the Filipino American Community in Stockton, California," elevated the histories
of Filipinos in Stockton to a national level and provided an important historical perspective for
generations to come.



The West Forum will now be known as the Dawn Mabalon Forum!

 

 Upcoming Events Upcoming Events    









Special Recognitions Special Recognitions   
Congratulations to Debra Louie and Stan Rapada! Thank you both for all you do for our
community and for your outstanding leadership.



President Biden sends a special message to recognize Filipino AmericanPresident Biden sends a special message to recognize Filipino American
History Month:History Month:



 

Hate crimes for Asian Americans spiked 178% in California Hate crimes for Asian Americans spiked 178% in California 

On June 28, 2022, Dr. Villavicencio was invited to speak at a press conference with
Attorney General Rob Bonta in his role as API statewide commissioner. The California
DOJ released their annual hate crime report that saw hate crimes for all groups (except
transgender individuals) increase by 33% in California in 2021. Tragically, hate crimes for
Asian Americans spiked 178% within that same time period.



 

Welcome New FacultyWelcome New Faculty

Dr. Eugene GambolDr. Eugene Gambol
Ethnic StudiesEthnic Studies

I am a new Associate Professor in Ethnic
Studies at San Joaquin Delta College. I
have taught in various Asian American
Studies Departments at SFSU and CCSF
for the past 5 years on various topics:

Dr. Bernard RemollonoDr. Bernard Remollono
HistoryHistory

I am a new Associate Professor in U.S.
and Asian American History at San
Joaquin Delta College. My doctoral work
at UCLA focused on the history of Filipino
popular culture, labor, and migration in
California during the early twentieth



Asian American Institutions and Ideals,
Asian American Activism, and Asian
American Popular Culture. 

I am the eldest son of Filipino immigrants
searching for the ‘American Dream’ and
settled in Northern California, residing in
San Jose and Sacramento. I received my
master's degree in Asian American
Studies from SFSU. I also organize in the
Filipino American community around local
issues of immigration, workers' rights and
support human rights issues in the
Philippines. 

century. I specialize in Filipino American
histories, Asian American popular
cultures, and transpacific cultural
imaginaries in the Philippine diaspora.  

I am a 1.5-generation immigrant from
Manila. My family first settled in Stockton
and still resides in the San Joaquin Valley.
I currently live in San Francisco, where I
am conducting research for an upcoming
book project that expands on my
dissertation. I write for the Filipinx
newspaper, Mahalaya, and support
several Filipino American organizations
across California in amplifying the histories
of struggle and community building that
make Filipinx experiences part of the
larger fabric of U.S. history.

Past Event Highlights Past Event Highlights   

 

"The Joy Luck Club"
Movie Screening Highlights from 8/17/22

Beginning of the Fall 2022 semester,
FCAPE & APIASA faculty (Professor
Lorraine Doria & Professor Vienna Sa)
organized to watch “The Joy Luck Club”
(Amy Tan) movie at San Joaquin Delta
College in South Forum. A robust
discussion took plan among the panel of

Community Tour:Community Tour:  9/21/22

EPIC students on tour of Stockton’s
Historic AAPI Communities! 

College students will tour the Chinese
School at Confucius Church and the yet-
finished Museum of Chinese in Stockton.
The SJC Historical Museum’s
“Washington Street” exhibit will be
presented by Phillip Merlo, Benny Mar
Chun, and Val Acoba.

The EPIC tour had lunch and a local



audience and faculty how in general,
Asian women and men are portrayed in
the media.  Furthermore, various
relatable topics from the movie were
discussed among the panel as it relates
to their personal lives and their
relationships with their families, their love
once and in their community. We are
hoping to show similar events in the
future for a larger audience. Stay toon!

Chinese history presentation by Phillip
Merlo and Val Acoba at the Confucius
Church in Stockton. Thank you
Phillip….The SJC Historical Museum’s
“Washington Street” display was a great
asset to the presentation.

Sept. 24 & 25, 2022

Pchum Ben, also known as Ancestors Day
or Caring for the Dead Ritual, is one of the
most important Buddhist holidays in
Cambodia. Pchum Ben is a two-week
Buddhist holiday, three days of which are a
Cambodian public holiday. In Khmer, the
word Ben means “to collect.” Alternatively,
Ben also refers to cupping or forming
cooked rice into portions. To Ben Baht is
the practice of collecting food to give to
monks. The word Pchum roughly
translates to, “to congregate or meet
together.” 

Read MoreRead More

Free Chol Soo Lee: Welcome to Great
Cinema
(Documentary)
8/18/22

This documentary will be shown all over
the country on Wed. Aug. 18th. You can
view it at the Regal Theatre in Stockton to
support our AAPI community.  

Thank you, Janice, for sharing this
important documentary.

View Trailer & more infoView Trailer & more info

https://www.joincake.com/blog/pchum-ben/
https://mubi.com/freecholsooleehttps://mubi.com/freecholsoolee


We Need You!We Need You!

DonationsDonations

You can also consider donating through a monthly payroll deduction! If all Delta
employees contributed just $5 a month $5 a month (the price of a Venti Latte at Starbucks), all of our

annual awards would be easily sustained.

Monthly ContributionMonthly Contribution

If you would like to highlight any of your students' success stories, AAPI events
happening at Delta or in the community, or any work you are currently part of, and/or
share best practices to serve our AAPI student population better, please send it our way
to be featured in our next newsletter!

For more information, please contact the FCAPE Outreach Team
at: fcapeoutreach@deltacollege.edufcapeoutreach@deltacollege.edu 

FCAPE WebsiteFCAPE Website
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