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Criteria A. Appropriateness to Mission

Item 1. Statement of Program Goals and Objectives

The Associate in Science in Early Childhood Education for Transfer degree is designed to
provide students with lower division level course work needed for transfer to the California
State University in the area of early childhood education.

The proposed transfer degree is based on the approved Transfer Model Curriculum
provided by the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges in accordance to
SB1440 and California Education Code sections 66746-66749.

Program goals:

The Early Childhood Education Program seeks to broaden understanding of child
development and early childhood education through lower division academic preparation
toward transfer and by offering career technical education for work with children and
families.

The program offers students a foundation in general and career technical education by
preparing students for transfer and by training students for employment in the public and
private sectors as early education teachers.

Program objectives:

The Early Childhood Education Program offers a specific course of study leading to the
Associate in Science in Early Childhood Education for Transfer (AS-T) and courses of study
leading toward certification that meet employment requirements in the public and private
sectors. Specific skills acquired during program enrollment include guiding children’s
behavior, conducting observations and assessments of children, designing developmentally
appropriate indoor and outdoor environments for children, planning and implementing
culturally, linguistically and developmentally appropriate curricula for young children,
applying Community Care Licensing health and safety regulations to early education
programs, working with families, and developing healthy nutrition experiences for children.

The Early Childhood Education Program offers certificate program options that lead to
increasingly responsible positions in early education and development programs including
the Early Childhood Education Associate Teacher Certificate, the Early Childhood Education
Teacher Certificate, the Early Childhood Education Master Teacher Certificate and the Early




Childhood Education Site Supervisor Certificate. Education preparation for all certificates is
aligned with the California Department of Education’s Commission on Teacher Credentialing
for Child Development Permits.

Item 2. Catalog Description

The Associate in Science in Early Childhood Education for Transfer degree prepares students
to work with children from infancy through middle childhood, to teach in child care and
development programs, to participate in the broader society as child advocates, and to
transfer into the California State University.

The Early Childhood Education Program educates and trains students in developmentally
appropriate practice guided by principles established by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children. Through a broad range of theoretical perspectives, students
examine child growth and development, gain experience in observation and use of
appropriate guidance techniques, learn to plan and implement curriculum, and demonstrate
knowledge of state licensing regulations for child care and development programs. Program
curriculum is aligned with the Child Development Permit Program Matrix and with the
Curriculum Alignment Project.

Courses for the Transfer Degree

Students who wish to obtain the Associate in Science in Early Childhood Education for
Transfer (AS-T) must meet the following requirements:

1. Complete 60 semester units of CSU-transferable courses including completion of one of
the following General Education patterns:
a. California State University General Education (CSU-GE) pattern
b. Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum-CSU Version
(IGETC-CSU pattern
2. Minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 in all CSU-transferable coursework.
3. Completion of 24 units of major coursework in Early Childhood Education as detailed
above with a minimum grade of “C” in each course.

Course substitutions are not permitted for this degree.
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